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DISCLAIMERS
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AThis is not a report of an

official, comprehensive
evaluation.
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THE CHALLENGE

Evaluate whether improved meal quality via the
National School Lunch Program has had a measurable
Impact on school achievement in Florida.
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--Robert Hunter, Poverty, 1904



NNot | ess t han
children of school age In the
United States are the victims of
poverty which denies them
common necessities, particularly
adequate nourishment.... Such
children are Iin very many cases
Incapable of successful mental
effort, and much of our
national expenditure for
education Is in consequence

an absolute waste . 0
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$ The Bitter Cry of the Children
ar

By John Spargo

Introduction by Walter |. Trattner
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child has to battle past
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--Michelle Obama on the Healthy, Hunger
Free Kids Act




RESEARCH IS MIXED

MEAOAGO AOEAAT AA OEAO AC
lead to increased achievement, but that may be
due to decreasing absenteeism and tardiness.

MAunger is only one part of the problem. Obesity is
also associated with lower academic achievement
and poverty.
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WHAT GOT US STARTED?

A De | O Itte Stu dy O n Alte rn atlve Maryland Math Proficiency and F/R Meal Eligibility
o gty Lovls by schoa) Breakfast Schools in Maryland TS Gre

A Appears to show association
between school breakfast
el participation and

regularly in schools
with alternative

A Absenteeism
A Math Proficiency

Low-income
students are more
likely to achieve
proficiency when
served breakfastin
the classroom

Math Proficiency (%)
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SCHOOL LUNCHES SERVEID13
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SCHOOL BREAKFASTS SERVEOL3

18,743,43

B Free/Reduced m Paid



SUMMER FOOD SERVICE
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SO WHAT DID WE DO?

APicked a diverse region

AODbtained FCAT 2.0
achievement data (2012014)
and manipulated to get a single
observation per cohort and
subject

AAdded schoollevel data on o counties
school breakfast and lunch Study
consumption

AObjective:Measure the impact
of school meals (treatment) on
achievement scores




FINDINGS

AEligibility for Free and
Reduced Lunch has a
negative impact on
achievement scores

ABut eligibility is an
Indicator of poverty, not
necessarily school meal p %

FCAT 2.0 Scores vs. Proportion of Students Eligibile for Free and Reduced Lunch

Class Mean Developmental Score

Proportion of Students in Free and Reduced Lunch




FINDINGS

ASo we looked for other
Indicators of the treatment

AParticipation in Lunch Program

AParticipation in Breakfast
Program

ABut these potential indicators of
the treatment are highly
correlated with eligibility!

AProbably indicators of poverty
as well

pating in School Lunch

Proportion of Students Parti
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Participation in School Lunch vs. Eligibility for Free and Reduced Lunch
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Participation in School Breakfast vs. Eligibility for Free and Reduced Lunch
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FINDINGS

Aln a last ditch effort, we ran a
fixed effects regression that
controls for unobserved
differences among schools
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| represents individual cohorts



